The ilvIH operon of Escherichia coli K-12. Identification of the gene products and recognition of the translational start by polypeptide microsequencing.
The ilvI and ilvH gene products were identified physically by electrophoretic analysis of in vivo-labelled polypeptides produced in minicells from plasmids carrying the wild-type ilvIH operon of Escherichia coli K-12 and derivatives of it. An analysis of the distribution of methionine residues in the amino-terminal portion of micro-quantities of the ilvI product eluted from gel showed that the translational start of the ilvI gene is the promoter-proximal one of three putative methionine codons predicted from the DNA sequence.